
 
 
April 2, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 

Today, Governor Gretchen Whitmer issued Executive Order 2020-35 to suspend all in-person instruction 
for all Michigan schools for the remainder of the school year because of the threat posed by COVID-19. In 
anticipation of this announcement, Berrien RESA has been working to develop plans to provide 
continuous learning opportunities for our students and resources for our families starting after spring 
break. Your student’s continuous/remote learning plan will be developed based on current IEP goals by 
your child’s teacher. You will be contacted during the week of April 13th to discuss the service delivery of 
your choice - paper packet/digital or teletherapy. As long as the “Stay Home, Stay Safe” Executive Order 
is in place, these services and supports will continue to be offered remotely.   
If your child has a scheduled IEP meeting, the meeting will still occur virtually or by telephone. 
Arrangements will be confirmed by your child’s teacher or other Berrien RESA personnel.  
There will not be a food distribution to families during spring break. However, it is our intent to resume 
these distributions starting April 13, 2020 and continue through the end of the school year.  
Students who were on track to graduate this year will still graduate. All other students will advance to their 
next grade or level at the beginning of the 2020-21 school year. We hope to reschedule the BLC and LEC 
graduation ceremonies. All other student-related activities have been cancelled for the remainder of this 
school year.   
We will continue to offer summer school as planned and allowable. Eligible students will be notified by 
building principals about next steps at a later date.  
Berrien RESA is making every effort to support families during this COVID-19 pandemic.  We realize that 
uncertainty can cause a sense of vulnerability which can lead to increased stress and anxiety.  If your 
child needs to connect with one of our social workers, or if you have questions about how to support your 
child, please go to the Berrien RESA website, www.berrienresa.org, and complete the “Supporting 
Student Mental Health'' form. A number of free community supports for families is also listed there.    
You may also call the Berrien RESA switchboard at 269-471-7725 and leave a message. A certified staff 
member will contact you.  
 
Finally, what our staff, students and families have accomplished during these last three weeks is nothing 
short of amazing. We will continue to forge ahead with student learning using the methods and tools that 
are available to us. I have no doubt that with your help we will be successful. Please continue to take care 
of yourself and thank you again for your continued hard work and support during this unprecedented time.    
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kevin M. Ivers, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

http://www.berrienresa.org/

